
I have built a bot that exists within a digital space. It 
was created to highlight errors in digital systems and to 
demonstrate the outcomes of such errors when they are 
interpreted anew, without conscious thought attached to 
them.

It currently utilizes speech-to-text (STT) and text-to-speech 
(TTS) technologies, one provided by ElevenLabs and the 
other by Google. Sometimes, I only use Google’s STT because 
the default voice is completely free, which inadvertently 
points to another significant problem when dealing with 
technology: the best version comes at a cost.

In this bot, and in similar initiatives, the technical limitations 
described can be embraced as a method because simpler 
systems tend to reveal errors more readily. After all, errors 
are often what prompt humans to reflect. In a research 
setting, this is often desirable, and for artists, flaws and 
errors often serve as inspiration. I’m convinced that much of 
what we consider great art actually stems from attempts to 
rectify an idea that didn’t initially work, or from abandoning 
the original idea in favor of a different approach.

For me, the bot started as a fun project but quickly proved 
useful in other contexts. I have created a piece for this 
poster presentation, closely echoing the theme in Alvin 
Lucier’s “I am sitting in a room”, and had the bot perform 
a five-minute piece at the Artistic Research Forum in Oslo, 
in March 2024. Currently, it only deals with textual output, 
but I’m considering expanding its functionality in one way 
or another. I could have spectral information extracted from 
audio, as a separate function in the script, or something 
along those lines, to get data that in turn can be used to 
trigger generative audio from SuperCollider, for instance, 
or be applied in other contexts.

The bot lives and expands, but it does so solely because of 
my ideas. This is probably the most poignant insight to be 
drawn from this experience. It is also very relatable.
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